
This experience is a simulation game. Cut out the 24 cards in the following 

pages: on the front side, each one provides you with a scenario. Imagine 

that you are the person described on the card who, for one reason or 

another, desires to immigrate to the United States. 

Then, cut out and assemble the pages below into one large, complex 

flow chart. Try to navigate it to determine how you might be eligible 

to become an immigrant in the United States going through the legal 

channels. Your scenario may not give you all the information necessary 

to go through the flow chart; if the card does not supply the information 

needed to answer a question, you can make up a reasonable answer.  

If it’s a frustrating and confusing process, know that this is actually a 

simplified, incomprehensive version of U.S. immigration law. 

After you’ve done your best to work your way through the maze, turn 

the card over to see how well you did.

You probably have no option to migrate 

lawfully to the U.S.  You have no family 

members to sponsor you, your lack 

of education makes it almost certain 

that you would not qualify for an 

employment-sponsored visa, and your 

lack of a high school education makes 

you ineligible for the Diversity Lottery. 
SCENARIO

You are a desperately poor farmer in the 

country of Zambia.  You only were able 

to attend school through fourth grade, 

when your father needed you to join 

him in the fields and to take care of your 

younger siblings.  You have no family in 

the U.S., but you believe that if y
ou could 

make it th
ere, your life

 and the lives of 

your children would be very different.  

IMMIGRATING THE LEGAL WAY

SIMULATION CARDS AND BOARD
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