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World Relief and the National Association of Evangelicals Honor the Legacy of Former
President Arthur Gay

Baltimore, MD (July 27, 2023) – World Relief and the National Association of
Evangelicals (NAE) honor the life and legacy of Arthur Gay, who died on July 26, by
recognizing his years of leadership and contributions to their respective organizations.
Over the course of his career, Arthur served as both the president of the National
Association of Evangelicals from 1982 to 1984 and World Relief from 1991 to 1996. The
positive impact he left at both organizations remains to this day.

“Art Gay was one of the most gracious leaders I have ever known. He was a great
encourager, always curious and wanting to learn more,” said Galen Carey, vice president
of government relations of the National Association of Evangelicals. “Art was an
example of generous orthodoxy, speaking the truth in love.”

While president of the National Association of Evangelicals, Gay served as the
organization’s leader and spokesperson. One of the highlights of Gay’s presidency was
in 1983 when he introduced President Ronald Reagan at the NAE annual gathering prior
to the president’s speech in which he famously referred to the Soviet Communist system
as the “Evil Empire.”

Arthur Gay furthered his legacy of service during his time at World Relief by extending
the reach of the organization’s international programs. Under his leadership, World Relief
expanded its refugee resettlement program in the U.S. and launched new international
programs in Rwanda, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Myanmar, Yugoslavia, Croatia, and Bosnia
and Herzegovina.

“Art continued to care and pray for the global ministry of World Relief for decades after
his own retirement from this role. He is a model of kingdom leadership who leaves a
remarkable legacy,” said Myal Greene, current president and CEO of World Relief.
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In addition to his humanitarian work, Arthur Gay was the longtime pastor of South Park
Church in Park Ridge, Illinois. After his service with World Relief, he remained involved in
the leadership of the Conservative Congregational Christian Conference denomination.

“We are so thankful for Art’s faithful leadership and ministry with the NAE, World Relief,
South Park Church and so many more," said Leith Anderson, president emeritus of the
NAE.

To learn more about World Relief and the National Association of Evangelicals, visit
worldrelief.org and nae.org

###

About World Relief

World Relief is a global Christian humanitarian organization whose mission is to empower
the local church to serve the most vulnerable. The organization was founded in the
aftermath of World War II to respond to the urgent humanitarian needs of war-torn
Europe. Since then, for over 75 years, across 100 countries, World Relief has partnered
with local churches and communities to develop sustainable, locally-driven solutions to
some of the world’s greatest problems. To learn more, visit worldrelief.org

About the NAE

Founded in 1942, the National Association of Evangelicals includes around 40
denominations and thousands of churches, schools and nonprofits, and serves a
constituency of millions. The NAE provides resources, connection and influence to help
evangelicals foster thriving communities and navigate complexity with biblical clarity. For
more information about the NAE, visit NAE.org.
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