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African Church Leaders Appeal for
PEPFAR Reauthorization

More than 350 African church leaders have appealed to Congress for the swift reauthorization of
the President’s Emergency Program for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR), which has saved more than 25
million lives since its creation by President George W. Bush 20 years ago. “PEPFAR has been a
lifesaving, pro-life program that has succeeded in protecting our families and children beyond
our greatest expectations,” the leaders write. “It has been an answer to prayer.”

The signers include leaders of national evangelical alliances and councils of churches,
representatives of faith-based hospitals and health ministries, and pastors from diverse
denominational backgrounds, including Anglicans, Baptists, Methodists, Pentecostals and
Presbyterians, in countries from Angola to Zambia. Many of the signers have direct experience
partnering with PEPFAR-funded programs.

The World Evangelical Alliance, National Association of Evangelicals and World Relief
commend the letter, which directly addresses the concern raised by some members of
Congress questioning whether PEPFAR funds have been used to perform or promote abortions:

We assure the United States Congress that the claim that PEPFAR supports or
promotes abortion is to us strange, unfounded, and unfortunate. In fact, at regular
PEPFAR review meetings, partners are reminded that PEPFAR does not fund certain
interventions, including abortions. We urge you not to allow unsubstantiated claims to
stand in the way of the United States of America’s continued global leadership in ending
HIV/AIDS by 2030.

The leaders also emphasize the importance of a five-year reauthorization that sustains current
progress and gives African health systems the confidence to invest in long-term improvements
that can effectively end the HIV/AIDS crisis by 2030. They cite PEPFAR as a model global
health partnership with far-reaching impact for good, noting its many pro-life achievements:
healthy babies born without HIV infection, increased life expectancy and fewer orphans.
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The leaders reaffirm their own strong commitment to the right to life for both the unborn and the
living. They conclude by expressing their deep gratitude and invoking God’s blessing on the
United States and on Africa.

About World Evangelical Alliance

The World Evangelical Alliance, one of the three largest organizations in global Christianity,
represents the world's estimated 600 million evangelicals on matters of human rights, religious
freedom, interfaith and intrafaith relations, and leadership development. The WEA and its 143
national-level alliances coordinate efforts to present Christ's message to the world in word and
deed. To learn more, visit worldea.org.

About National Association of Evangelicals

Founded in 1942, the National Association of Evangelicals includes around 40 denominations
and thousands of churches, schools and nonprofits, and serves a constituency of millions. The
NAE provides resources, connection and influence to help evangelicals foster thriving
communities and navigate complexity with biblical clarity. For more information about the NAE,

visit NAE.org.

About World Relief

World Relief is a global Christian humanitarian organization whose mission is to empower the
local church to serve the most vulnerable. The organization was founded in the aftermath of
World War Il to respond to the urgent humanitarian needs of war-torn Europe. Since then, for
over 75 years, across 100 countries, World Relief has partnered with local churches and
communities to develop sustainable, locally-driven solutions to some of the world’s greatest
problems. To learn more, visit worldrelief.org.
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