
Introduction

1.When you hear the term “refugee,” what is the first word or phrase that comes to
mind? 

2.How have personal experiences or relationships, faith, political views, media and other
factors influenced how you think about refugees?

3.How do you think most people in your community feel about refugees? What about in
your church? 

4.What questions do you have about the refugee crisis that you hope this study will
help you to answer? 

Small Group Discussion Questions
Seeking Refuge

This discussion guide is designed to spark conversation. It includes questions for each
chapter to help you reflect on what you’ve read, share your own experiences and imagine
in community how you might respond to the refugee crisis.

Once you’ve gathered your study group, begin by reading the book’s prologue together
and discussing the questions in the Introduction section. Then decide as a group whether
you’ll read one or more chapters individually before your next session. Use the discussion
questions for each chapter to guide your conversation. 

Chapter 1
An Unprecedented Crisis 

1.As you encounter images of the global refugee crisis, what thoughts and emotions do
they elicit in you? 

2.The central theme of Seeking Refuge is that the church “must be at the center of the
response to the global refugee crisis.” Do you agree or disagree? Why? 



3.While questions about refugee resettlement in the United States are often highlighted
in the media, the global realities of displaced people extend far beyond this context.
How did your understanding of refugees and displaced people change after reading
this chapter? 

4.All three of the authors are Christians who live in the U.S., and their background plays
a role in how they view the global refugee crisis. How does your nationality, faith or
personal experience inform how you think about the crisis? 

Chapter 2
Jesus Was a Refugee: Thinking Biblically about Migration

1.How far back in your own family history do you have to go to find refugees or other
immigrants? How were they treated when they arrived in the U.S. and how does that
impact how you think about those seeking refuge in our country today? 

2.How do you think Jesus’ childhood experience as a refugee might have informed his
own ministry to those on the margins of society? 

3.An important theme in this chapter is that refugees are our “neighbors.” What might it
look like to love them? 

4.If you were persecuted for your faith and forced to flee your homeland, what aspects
of life as a refugee would be most fearful to you? What are some practical ways you
might want to be “welcomed” by those living in your new country? 

5.The authors ask us to consider the ways in which a refugee may become an agent of
God’s mission in the world. Is this something you have considered? Can you think of
examples from the Bible or in history where God has used migration of people to
bring about his purposes? 

Chapter 3
The Human Face of Forced Migration

1.Novelist Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie warns against viewing any large group of people
— like refugees — through the lens of “a single story.” What is the most common
“story” you have heard about refugees and how does it compare or contrast to the six
stories in this chapter? 

2.What surprised you about the stories of Shamlo, Azad, Sita, Moussa, Ivanna and/or
Come? 
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3.The stories in this chapter highlight different journeys and experiences of people
forced to flee home. Whose story did you relate with the most and why?

4.Come was forced to flee persecution in Burundi and ended up in a refugee camp in
Ethiopia. He says, “the richest places in the world are refugee camps.” What do you
think he means by this statement? 

5.The authors argue that personal relationships can transform our perspective on an
issue as complex as the refugee crisis. Do you know any refugees, and have their
stories influenced you? 

Chapter 4
No Fear in Love: Grappling with Genuine Concerns

1.What have been your most significant reservations about refugees being resettled
into your community? 

2.How have you seen refugees and other immigrants impact the economy in your
community? Did this chapter’s section on the economic impact of refugees confirm or
conflict with your assumptions? 

3.What interactions have you had with those of other religious traditions? Have these
interactions or relationships impacted your views on whether or not this country
should welcome refugees of different faiths? 

4.The authors argue that the risk of terrorism or other security threats associated with
resettling refugees is very small. What thoughts come to mind after hearing this? 

5.How does our Christian faith compel us to overcome our fears and to obediently love
and welcome refugees? 

Chapter 5
From Strangers to Neighbors to Family: Understanding Refugee Resettlement 

1.  Prior to reading this chapter, how familiar were you with the process of refugee
resettlement? Was there anything in this chapter that surprised you? 

2.How do you think the experience of living in a refugee camp might differ from the
experience of refugees living in urban areas? 
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3.The resettlement process in the U.S. has historically been a public-private partnership,
with governmental authorities, non-governmental organizations and individual
Americans all playing a role. Which resettlement agencies are present in your area?
How might you and others in your group welcome refugees and help them integrate
into a new community? 

4.The longstanding process for resettling refugees to the U.S., as described in this
chapter, is being reconsidered. What elements of the process have served the U.S. and
refugees well, and what do you think could be improved?

5.The story of Ahmed illustrates that resettled refugees generally encounter both
welcome and scorn from different members of the receiving community. How do you
think the reception they receive impacts their adjustment? How could you help to
make your community more welcoming for newly-arrived refugees? 

Chapter 6
Not (Quite) Refugees: Other Displaced People 

1.The legal definition of a refugee is precise, excluding many other vulnerable displaced
people. Prior to reading this chapter, what was your understanding of the term
“refugee?” 

2.The authors highlight the plight of internally displaced people. How might you and
your group help to address the situation of persecuted people who remain within the
boundaries of their countries of origin? 

3.Have you ever known someone who sought asylum? If yes, what was his/her
experience? If not, what was something that surprised you in this chapter about the
unique challenges and vulnerabilities faced by asylum seekers? 

4.Co-author Matthew Soerens relays the story of an undocumented immigrant, Gloria,
within his local church who fears being the victim of violence if she were to return to
her home country of Mexico. The issue of undocumented immigrants living illegally in
the U.S. is contentious in our country. What are your views, and does reading Gloria’s
story change your perspective at all? 

5.Given the gang-related violence currently plaguing many Central American countries,
many have argued that children and others who flee from these regions should be
treated as refugees. What thoughts come to mind on this issue? How do you think the
church should respond to the situation of unaccompanied children who arrive at the
U.S.-Mexico border?
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Chapter 7
The Church’s Defining Moment: Practical Opportunities to Respond 

1.Has your church ever been involved in welcoming a newly-arrived refugee family? If
so, what was the experience like? 

2.The story of Thi illustrates that a local church welcoming refugees can have ripple
effects even generations later. How do you imagine the churches in this country will
be different fifty years from now if they respond well to the current refugee crisis?
How might it be different if we fail to engage in this crisis?

3.This chapter highlights several specific models of how local churches are serving
refugees and other immigrants. These include welcoming newly-arrived refugees,
providing English language instruction, immigration legal services and housing
programs, as well as caring for unaccompanied children fleeing violence. Which of
these ministries did you find interesting, and which area do you think your church has
the capacity or ability to address? 

4.If this chapter inspires you to get your church involved, what will your plan of action
be? Who will you contact within your church and larger community to get started? 
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Chapter 8
Helping without Hurting: Understanding the Challenges of Refugee Adjustment  

1.Sameer’s story of being persecuted in Iraq is intense. As you read what he endured,
what was your reaction? Having learned about the impact of trauma on the human
brain, do you feel you can better understand why Sameer behaved in some of the
ways he did after being safely resettled to the U.S.? 

2. In describing his work as a mental health clinician, co-author Issam Smeir argues that
well-intentioned interactions with refugees can actually harm both the volunteer and
the refugee in some cases. What dynamics do you think are most important to
understand in order to be genuinely helpful? 

3.The authors warn against adopting a paternalistic attitude toward recently resettled
refugees. Can you think of examples of what this might look like and how those
attitudes could be avoided? 

4.The authors highlight the importance of understanding how communication styles
vary across cultures. Have you ever been in a culture other than your own and
experienced a cultural misunderstanding? How have you been able to overcome
cultural barriers? 



Chapter 9
Root Causes: What Compels People to Flee 

1.The authors argue that the root causes of forced migration are often deeper and more
complex than the conflict or event that ultimately forces people to flee. Can you think
of any examples? 

2.The authors argue that the beliefs and values of a society ultimately impact people’s
actions and can have either a positive or negative impact. Can you think of examples
of how underlying belief systems have led to refugee crises? 

3.When you hear the word “justice,” what concepts come to mind? Does the
explanation in this chapter of how the Bible refers to justice give you a different
perspective? 

4.In what ways might you, your small group or your church be involved in addressing
the root issues of poverty, conflict and marginalization that can erupt into refugee
crises? 
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Chapter 10
Confronting Injustice: Why Policy Matters 

1.Co-author Stephan Bauman’s story of his wife’s grandfather fleeing from the Nazis as
a refugee provides one example of how public policy impacts people in very tangible
ways. Can you think of other examples in your life or in the lives of your loved ones? 

2.The authors argue that confronting unjust structures is a necessary element of loving
our neighbors, but they also warn against the church being used by political parties
looking to further their own agendas. How do you think local churches could best
engage in the midst of this tension? 

3.Have you noticed the shift in political rhetoric toward a more polarized response to
refugees, as the authors describe? How do you think Christians could best advocate
for displaced people in this climate? 

4.Do you know where your members of Congress, Governor and other elected
representatives stand on refugee issues? How could you work together to help
encourage them to stand with refugees and other vulnerable immigrants? 



Epilogue
“A Shining City on A Hill” 

1.The authors argue that how the church responds to the current refugee crisis could
impact how the world’s displaced view the church — and, fairly or not, how they view
Jesus — for generations. On average, do you think the church’s response to refugee
issues in your community is more likely to be drawing people to Jesus or pushing
them away from him? 

2.What are two or three things you learned in the course of reading this book that you
could share with others in order to help encourage a more biblical, fact-based
response to the refugee crisis? 

3.What specific ways will you, your small group and/or your local church seek to “let
your light shine” in the midst of this refugee crisis? For resources to help you get
started, visit: worldrelief.org/church-hub.
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